The Georgia Declaration of Cannabis Re-Legalization

WE THE CITIZENS of Georgia adhering and agreeing   to this Declaration come from many walks of life and political persuasions,  but we are united in our insistence that the legal adult use and production of cannabis be restored to us and our posterity.  
We assert without fear of contradiction the following:

· the time for the re-legalization of cannabis in Georgia is long past-due;  
· all Georgia elected official know that the re-legalization of cannabis in Georgia is inevitable  and therefore all punishments and takings of  cannabis-users’ money and property is morally indefensible;
· that Georgia’s all-white General Assembly in the 1930s made cannabis illegal without  either knowing or caring about what they were doing;
· that many of Georgia’s elected officials and law enforcement officers have enjoyed using cannabis; such people have hypocritically waited upon events, never objecting  to the eight decades  of abuse of their fellow citizens,  never supporting  candidates for public office who opposed anti-cannabis policies,  and never openly objecting to it all, and apparently never being ashamed  of their  own cowardice, hypocrisy, and inaction; 
· that the development of a robust, unfettered industrial hemp agriculture industry would be  of great, almost immediate benefit  to Georgia both monetarily and ecologically;
· that abuse of the people of Georgia has gone on far too long, has caused much unnecessary suffering, and has taken too much money and time away from the decent, working people of Georgia; 
· that heretofore for many years we have lobbied churlish, cruel, cowardly, self-serving politicians in vain. We have repeatedly observed the blatant cynicism with which elected officials lied and dissembled with phrases and explanations such as “I deeply regret having used it” or “We need more studies” ,   “youthful indiscretion” , “silly experimentation” and,  most notoriously, “I didn’t inhale” ;
· that the people of Georgia are not children over which a nanny state system of government should be tolerated or continued; and
· that a majority of Georgians are now in favor of re-legalization of cannabis.

We Now Therefore Insist that our elected representatives –-including  those  in the judiciary and in prosecutorial positions as well as Local, State and Federal legislators---move at once to secure to the people of Georgia  those aspects of Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness  with  respect to cannabis that the people enjoyed  in the 1800s.

We Pledge that we shall not forebear to call out those who in the names of fascist and/or socialist ideals to control of the “common man”  or to “protect the children” oppose the relegalization of cannabis .  
We shall call out, too,  those  who hideously propose continuing systems of police control that will secure exclusive production and distribution “rights” to large corporations and the well-heeled , or to erect schemes of  high taxation and rigid controls  that will have the effect of  discriminating against the ordinary citizens,  inviting bribery,  and continuing the existence of black markets in both production and distribution. 

We Invite all Georgians and all Georgia politicians and elected officials to join with us in this Declaration and to insist on Relegalization in 2021.
Below are scraps from my 2019 rant I did not include in the Declaration:

They have lobbied churlish, cruel, cowardly, self-serving politicians all these years.  They have repeatedly observed the blatant cynicism with which elected officials lied and dissembled with phrases and explanations such as “I deeply regret having used it” or “We need more studies” ,   “youthful indiscretion” , “silly experimentation” and,  best of all, “I didn’t inhale” .

Now the feeding frenzy.  Now the efforts  of governments to regulate “the common people”  with true nanny state methods,  with vaunted hopes of taxing those people to get the government “cuts” of the revenue as surely as  an armed crime syndicate sells protection to get its cuts.

Bitter?  Yes, ending with a segment from a speech at the 1998 Libertarian National Convention:
So with thoughts of  [using] humor, I asked my wife for advice. She said, “No, it’s not a funny topic. Talk about your clients and how they suffer. Talk about  ‘The Thinly Disguised Humiliation of the Working Class’ and ‘Drug Testing and the Culture of Despondency’.
Picture for them an episode of the Simpsons: the one in which Homer is busted for possessing something illegal. His wife Marge is forced to agree with the social workers that he is evil or they will take away her children. The government begins a forfeiture on the house, and Homer loses his job at the plant and spends the family’s meager savings to hire a lawyer to represent him. He loses his house to the government, his family to the social workers, and his car to his creditors. Then he stands there, a broken subject of the crown, while Chief Wiggin self-righteously laughs as the judge hands down strongly for what Bob Dylan called "penalty and repentance" and one more family is torn asunder. This is the episode we shall not see. It is not funny.

That is the Simpsons episode which today’s mass of regulatory hopefuls has been turning off for eighty years.
Previously, perhaps, a handful of them gladly welcomed into their offices those  charged with marijuana possession offenses.  From those morally-innocent people they received large fees. Then, sniggering  at them in the backrooms of the prosecutors’  and judges’ offices, they worked out plea deals with never an objection to the marijuana laws themselves.  There they sat all chummy with their fellows—the ones charged with taking the money and the freedoms of their clients—all of them not objecting, self-righteous, unashamed, smoking cigarettes, talking of fine, expensive whiskies they enjoy. 
One cannot forget the liberal lawyer, the Democrat legislator, saying: I used it in high school, college and law school.  But you know the common people can’t handle it!  She may as well have used the infamous n-word and the all-inclusive, but still-acceptable term rednecks.
